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Courage and Patience
When Paul wrote his 

second letter to the church 

at Corinth (II Corinthi-

ans), he wanted the 

church to know what his 

mission was, and to 

whom he was dedicated. 

The entire letter was to 

show the authority of Paul 

to carry out his ministry. 

His driving force was the 

words and works of Jesus, 

and to proclaim the 

Gospel to the Gentile 

world. 

In II Corinthians 4, 

Paul begins by talking 

about the incredible treas-

ure that had been given to 

all believers (verse 7). He 

wanted the people to 

know that he had a Divine 

call, and they did also. All 

believers are called to 

promote the Gospel be-

cause it is the Revelation 

of Jesus Christ. What an 

incredible treasure. He 

also gave them a warning, 

“But if our Gospel be hid-

den, it is hidden to them 

that are lost” (II Corinthi-

ans 4:3). The message had 

never changed since the 

days Jesus walked this 

earth and preached a mes-

sage of hope and grace to 

the people. Paul warned 

of the danger of not 

preaching the Gospel. The 

Gospel was never in-

tended to be self-serving, 

but rather to “whosoever 

will, let him come.” 

Paul knew what he was 

asking of the people, and 

he also realized it would 

take courage and pa-

tience. In the passage (II 

Corinthians 4:8-18), he 

elaborates on his experi-

ences and what he had al-

ready endured. Paul 

understood sufferings and 

trials because he had ex-

perienced many. He 

wanted the church to un-

derstand that suffering 

was a part of service. Paul 

had suffered greatly, just 

as all of the other Apos-

tles. 

In verses 8-12 he shows 

how their sufferings and 

patience are declared. He 

shares in verse eight that 

he was pressed on every 

side by troubles. Every-

where Paul turned there 

was trouble, and it could 

have seemed that there 

was no end in sight. He 

went on to say he was 

perplexed, but he 

wouldn’t give up (verse 

8b). He felt as though he 

was being hunted down, 

but never abandoned 

(verse 9a). He remem-

bered the words of Jesus 

that “He would always be 

with us, even unto the end 

of the world” (Matthew 

28:20). There were also 

times that Paul felt like he 

was knocked down, but 

always able to keep going 

(verse 9b). There is noth-

ing that the devil wants 

more than the saints of 

God to lose focus and 

quit. Quitting was never 

in Paul’s vocabulary. 

Have you ever won-

dered what kept those 

early Christians from giv-

ing up and quitting? Paul 

gives the answer to that 

question in verses 13-18. 

First of all, it was faith 

that kept them from faint-

ing (verse 13). They had a 

good, practical under-

standing of what Christ 

had already done for 

them, and He had never 

failed them. Has the Lord 

ever let you down? Now, 

please understand, the 

work that was being done 

was not being mustered 

by the power of the flesh. 

It was God who was ener-

gizing them. It was God’s 

grace that was the anti-

dote for not fainting in 

troubled times that saw 

them through. Aren’t you 

thankful for the grace of 

God that does for us what 

we can’t do for ourselves, 

and gets us to where we 

need to be?  

The second thing that 

kept them from sinking 

was the hope of the resur-

rection (verse 14). They 

knew that Christ had been 

raised from the dead, and 

this was a promise and an 

assurance to them. They 

were grounded enough to 

understand that what 

Jesus had experienced in 

resurrection power would 

also be bestowed on 

them. God had given 

them a promise, and they 

believed God. He had 

never failed them in the 

past, and He never would. 

It takes courage to 

serve the Lord, and as 

Paul tried to energize the 

people and get them 

going in the right direc-

tion, he gave them a pic-

ture of what to expect. 

There is a price to pay if 

you are going to serve the 

Lord. The road you travel 

might be filled with pot-

holes, but you must be pa-

tient. God is still on the 

throne, and He is still in 

control.
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Goshen College announces Dean’s List 

for Spring Semester, 2021

Goshen College re-

cently recognized 173 

undergraduate students 

for excellence in academ-

ics on the spring 2021 

Dean’s List. 

 The Dean’s List in-

cludes students earning at 

least a 3.75 GPA, while 

completing at least 12 

hours of coursework for 

a letter grade. Only 

grades from the desig-

nated semester are in-

cluded in the Dean’s List 

selection process. 

 Initiated in the fall of 

1999, the Dean’s List cel-

ebrates the achievement 

of Goshen College stu-

dents who have met high 

academic standards and 

can motivate students 

preparing for graduate 

studies.  

Former Eastbrook Pan-

ther Ryan Mansbarger 

was one of those 173 stu-

dents, finishing up a suc-

cessful third year of 

study in the business de-

partment at Goshen Col-

lege.   


