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What can they say?
It seems as though 

we have become a 

people who live in a 

paper world. You may 

be wondering about 

that statement. What 

does that mean? Do 

you have a letter of 

recommendation? Do 

you have references? 

Do you have a re-

sume’? Do you re-

member the days 

when you actually 

went to a place of em-

ployment and talked 

to a real person who 

would ask you about 

your qualifications? 

My, how things have 

changed! Do you have 

a degree? College ed-

ucation? Trade 

school? I can honestly 

say I don’t have a re-

sume’, and hope I 

never need one. Have 

things changed since 

the days you were 

looking for a job? 

Sometimes we find 

unusual, surprising 

truths while studying 

God’s Word. In the 

Apostle Paul’s day 

people would carry 

letters of commenda-

tion, testifying to 

identity and character. 

As we process this 

truth, why would they 

do that? The answer is 

simple. There were 

many false prophets in 

that time who were 

wanting to lead people 

astray by presenting 

their message, instead 

of God’s. Not much 

has changed since 

those days. We still 

have a lot of false 

teachers. We see in 

Romans 16 that Paul 

did the same thing for 

Phoebe before she 

travelled to Corinth. 

These letters were a 

kind of a ‘stamp of 

approval.’ In II 

Corinthians 2, Paul re-

ferred to ‘peddlers’ of 

the Gospel for their 

own profit. They also 

carried letters. 

Paul was known far 

and wide, and he 

knew that the last 

place on earth he 

would need a letter 

would be at Corinth. 

The people there were 

his letter because he 

knew them and they 

knew him. He was a 

visible expression of 

God’s work, and his 

testimony spoke for it-

self. This was a pow-

erful principle that 

Paul wanted to instill 

in the lives of the be-

lievers at the church 

in Corinth. This is 

how Paul explained it 

in II Corinthians 3:1-

3, “(1) Do we begin 

again to commend 

ourselves? Or need 

we, as some others, 

epistles of commenda-

tion to you, or letters 

of commendation 

from you? (2) Ye are 

our epistle, written in 

our hearts, known and 

read of all men; (3) 

Forasmuch as ye are 

manifestly declared to 

be the epistle of Christ 

ministered by us, writ-

ten not with ink but 

with the Spirit of the 

living God; not in ta-

bles of stone but in 

fleshy tables of the 

heart.” We have be-

come living letters 

which express the 

mind of Christ. 

The Scripture tells 

us we are written by 

Christ. What does that 

mean? We don’t have 

to carry a letter, we 

are the letter. Paul’s 

work was evident, and 

ours should be also. 

The believers at 

Corinth were letters 

written by Christ. 

Christ alone was the 

Author of their salva-

tion. Each believer is 

a letter of Christ. Peo-

ple read Jesus through 

our lives. You could 

be the only Jesus that 

some people will ever 

see. 

We are also a letter 

written by the Holy 

Spirit. When we re-

ceive Christ as our 

Lord and Savior, it is 

the Holy Spirit who 

draws us to Christ 

(Romans 5:5). It is 

also the Holy Spirit 

who assists us in 

prayer (Romans 8:26). 

We are letters written 

from within. God said, 

“I will put my law in 

their minds, and write 

it on their hearts” (Je-

remiah 31:33). We no 

longer have an exter-

nal set of regulations, 

God has given us a 

new covenant. 

The question is, 

“Will you let the 

world read your let-

ter?” Our lives are the 

message that we send 

out to others by our 

daily walk. What are 

you speaking to oth-

ers? Do they see Jesus 

through you? What an 

opportunity for each 

of us to let our light 

shine in such a way 

that they can see the 

Savior’s love by our 

very presence. We re-

ally do have an amaz-

ing story to tell. Make 

sure you are sending 

out the right message.
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II Corinthians 3: 1-3


