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UPLAND – Taylor Uni-
versity has secured an 
$85,000 grant from 
Muncie-based Ball Broth-
ers Foundation that will 
contribute to the creation 
of  a canoe launch on the 
Mississinewa River. 

The grant will be used 
by Taylor and a commu-
nity partnership with the 
Town of  Upland to build 
an access road to the pro-
posed site of  a canoe 
launch on the Mis-
sissinewa River. Flat 
Land Resources LLC of  
Muncie will serve as the 
consultant on the project. 
The construction site will 
be a mile west of  the Tay-
lor campus near the cor-
ner of  County Roads 800 
East and 650 South, the 
latter also known as the 
Devil’s Backbone, on land 
owned by Taylor Univer-
sity known as the Taylor 
Wilderness.  Once the 
project is completed the 
plan is for Taylor to do-
nate the land to the Town 
of  Upland for their park 

system. 
According to Ron 

Sutherland, Special Assis-
tant to the President at 
Taylor and the grant’s au-
thor, this is the next step 
in fulfilling a local part of  
the Ball Brothers Founda-
tion Project Blueways Ini-
tiative, i.e. using 
Indiana’s waterways for 
recreational boating and 
canoeing. The funds 
would create a 12-foot-
wide stone road, parking 
spaces, and a gate. Also 
included would be 
benches and signage. 

Sutherland and local 
planners state that the 
canoe launch portion of  
the project continues to 
be reviewed with poten-
tial partners to fund its 
construction. 

“This is the latest fruit 
of  hard work done by our 
friends and neighbors in 
the Town of  Upland to 
create spaces where not 
only our residents, but 
also visitors from out of  
town and our Taylor stu-

dents can enjoy life here 
in our hometown,” 
Sutherland said. “We are 
grateful for our partners 
in the Ball Brothers Foun-
dation, who share in our 
desire to see life flourish-
ing in Central Indiana.” 

In recent years, Upland 
and Taylor University 
were successful in creat-
ing a one-mile-long trail 
that begins on Upland’s 
Main Street and ends 
near Kershner Commons 
on Berry Street. Future 
projects already slated in-
clude work by INDOT on 
Main Street from the 
north end of  the Town to 
Taylor University, which 
will include the railroad 
overpass on Main Street 
to lengthen the grade of  
the bridge as well as all 
new sidewalks, street 
lighting, curbs and 
repaving as well as down-
town parking and beauti-
fication on Main Street. 

A date is being finalized 
for the canoe trail head 
construction. 

Deaths                                        continued from Page 1

Debra Himes 
19572021 
Funeral services were 
held at ArmesHunt Fu
neral Home, Fairmount, 
on Friday, June 25 at 1 
p.m. Burial followed at 
Park Cemetery.  
 

Jerry L. Hinkle 
19402021 
A Celebration of Life will 
be held at ArmesHunt 
Funeral Home, Fair
mount, on Saturday, July 
31 at 2 p.m.  
 
 

Fred “Mike” J. Loschi
avo 
19352021 
Funeral services were 
held at RavenChoate 
Funeral Home on Friday, 
June 25 at 4 p.m. Burial 
followed at Gardens of 
Memory. 

Discover Marion Downtown kicks off July 23
The City of Marion and 

downtown businesses are 

planning collective festivi-

ties through #Discover-

MarionDowntown 

monthly events, and July is 

the kickoff with a “Christ-

mas in July” theme!  

July 23, 2021, 5 p.m. – 9 

p.m.  

“Jingle Bell Hop” – Stop 

in various downtown busi-

nesses and get a sweet 

treat with proceeds going 

to the Linda Harmon 

Foundation. Tickets are 

$10, and available at each 

participating business (list 

will be posted on the #Dis-

coverMarionDowntown 

Facebook Event Page.) 

Ticket holders will also 

gain access to special 

sales/promotions at each 

stop and entered into a 

drawing to win a Christ-

mas Basket. 

“#DiscoverMarion-

Downtown Cruise-In” – 

Classic cars will be cruis-

ing and parked around the 

Courthouse Square. The 

first 80 cars to register will 

receive a dash plaque. (See 

Facebook Event for regis-

tration link).  

Historic Christmas 

Photo Recreation – Be part 

of history! At 5:30 p.m., 

show up on the southwest 

corner of the Square, then 

at 8 p.m., on the northeast 

corner, where special pho-

tographs will be taken in 

hopes to recreate the char-

acteristics and spirit of the 

historic downtown Marion 

from Christmastime in the 

1950s.  

More Features: Holiday-

decorated storefronts, car-

olers, Santa at Sender 

Café, “Miracle on 34th 

Street” at Marion Civic 

Theatre, and more!  

#DiscoverMarionDown-

town will continue through 

to the end of the year with 

different themes each 

month. Follow the #Dis-

coverMarionDowntown 

Facebook Page for future 

dates and themes for these 

monthly downtown events, 

and forthcoming informa-

tion on July’s event. 

Indiana History  

Answers

Evan Bayh, Edgar 

Whitcomb, Joe Ker-

nan, Robert Orr
Downtown Marion at Christmastime in the 1950’s.

Find  
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Ball Brothers Foundation awards 

$85k grant to Taylor-Upland partnership
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latest news in Grant County.  
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