
The News Herald             July 14, 2021Page 4

There are some things 

in life that we would all 

like to experience. We 

all want to be accepted. 

We would like to be-

lieve that we are liked 

by others and our lives 

are of value. There is 

probably not a person 

reading this article that 

hasn’t experienced re-

jection at one time or 

another. We all want to 

be accepted, not re-

jected. Rejection is a 

terrible experience for 

any of us.  

When we read in 

Scripture about our 

Lord Jesus, He knew 

first-hand what it was 

like to be rejected. In 

Luke 22:47-53 we read, 

(47) And while he yet 

spoke, behold a multi-

tude, and he that was 

called Judas, one of the 

twelve, went before 

them, and drew near 

unto Jesus to kiss him. 

(48) But Jesus said unto 

him, “Judas, betrayest 

thou the Son of man 

with a kiss”? (49) When 

they who were about 

him saw what would 

follow, they said unto 

him, Lord, shall we 

smite with the sword? 

(50) And one of them 

smote the servant of the 

high priest, and cut off 

his right ear. (51) And 

Jesus answered, and 

said, “Permit ye thus 

far”. And he touched his 

ear, and healed him. 

(52) Then Jesus said 

unto the chief priests, 

and captains of the tem-

ple, and the elders, who 

were come to him, “Are 

you come out, as 

against a thief, with 

swords and clubs? (53) 

When I was daily with 

you in the temple, ye 

stretched forth no hands 

against me; but this is 

your hour, and the 

power of darkness”. As 

we read from this pas-

sage, betrayal is the ulti-

mate. How would or 

how could anyone be-

tray the Lord Jesus? 

Jesus’ band of follow-

ers were made up of 

twelve disciples. It is 

made clear in Scripture 

that one of them (Judas) 

was a devil. You may be 

wondering if Jesus 

knew it when He se-

lected him. Absolutely! 

Judas was a traitor. He 

was the money changer 

among the disciples. He 

was the one who carried 

the money purse. We 

must realize that many 

of the disciples were 

weak in faith and very 

carnal in their apprehen-

sion of what was really 

taking place. They were 

much like men serving 

in an apprenticeship. 

They were still in the 

learning process and 

maturing in the faith. 

That was not the case 

with Judas. Judas had 

no spiritual depth, he 

was a traitor. He was 

one who was only act-

ing the part. In that day 

he would have been 

called a hypocrite. 

As we examine the 

character of Judas, he 

knew all about Jesus 

and His routine and ac-

tivities. He knew where 

and when Jesus would 

move about. He be-

trayed our Lord into the 

cruel hands of the 

enemy for thirty pieces 

of silver. He always 

professed to be a fol-

lower, but he was never 

a possessor. He ulti-

mately rejected Jesus 

for monetary gain. 

The manner in which 

Judas betrayed our Lord 

was by a simple kiss on 

the cheek. He told the 

soldiers that they would 

be able to identify Jesus 

when he kissed Him. 

This was the customar-

ily accepted token of af-

fection in that day. 

However, here it is 

cheapened because 

Judas had no affection 

for Jesus. The amazing 

part of this event is how 

it was received. Jesus 

had already told the oth-

ers in the upper room 

that one would betray 

Him, but when Judas 

kissed Him it was re-

ceived with Lamb-like 

meekness. Jesus knew it 

was an act of betrayal, 

but He received it just 

as His Father wanted it. 

Judas appeared to be 

united with Jesus, but 

his actions spoke some-

thing else. I sometimes 

wonder what my actions 

say to others. Do my ac-

tions exemplify the love 

of Christ in my life, or 

do I betray Him by my 

actions? These thoughts 

give us much to think 

about, and if we need to 

change, I pray He will 

help us do it.
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