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That Holy Glow
One of the greatest 

joys I have had in life 

is the opportunity to 

work with a variety of 

people from all walks 

of life. People are in-

teresting, they are 

much like snowflakes, 

and there are no two 

alike. After a lifetime 

of analysis I have come 

to realize that there is 

no one, yes no one that 

I dislike. I love people! 

Now, it is obvious, we 

all have our favorites. 

There are some people 

who make you feel like 

you are the most im-

portant person in the 

world. They have what 

the Scripture refers to 

as “That Holy Glow.” 

Do you know anybody 

like that? I could give 

you a list of people like 

that which would take 

the rest of this article. I 

have truly been blessed 

to meet so many “holy 

glowers.” 

The Apostle Paul 

was writing II 

Corinthians from a 

dungeon in Rome. Un-

like                   I 

Corinthians which 

dealt with Christian 

conduct, Paul is writ-

ing his second letter 

showing his authority 

given by Jesus Christ 

himself. He had al-

ready shared with the 

people that they should 

be a fragrance for the 

Lord which entailed a 

pleasing aroma, a pen-

etrating scent, a power-

ful smell, and a pure 

fragrance. He went on 

to tell them that they 

were a letter, an epistle, 

known and read by all 

men. Our lives should 

represent a pleasant 

fragrance as well as an 

amazing story. 

As Paul begins to 

elaborate about the 

“Holy Glow” in II 

Corinthians 3:12-18, it 

is easy to reflect back 

to Exodus 34. When 

Moses received the 

Covenant from God, 

his face radiated from 

being in the presence 

of the Lord. It was so 

bright that he had to 

cover it so they would-

n’t see it depart. In the 

new covenant Paul 

says the veil is lifted to 

reveal the glorious 

presence of God. The 

veil is only lifted by 

Christ (Verse 14). 

What happens in our 

lives when the veil is 

lifted? 

1. There is under-

standing – people who 

are math students call 

it the “Eureka Experi-

ence.” It is simply 

when the lights come 

on. When we enter into 

a relationship with 

Christ things that were 

obscure become clear 

(I Corinthians 2:9-12). 

Only in Christ do the 

truths of God’s Word 

really begin to make an 

impact on our lives. 

There is nothing that 

will change and mold 

our lives like the Word 

of God. In Moses’ day, 

sin had destroyed the 

people’s spiritual vi-

sion (Proverbs 29:18), 

and they were blinded 

by the sin that kept 

them in bondage. As 

we open up to Christ 

our minds are opened 

up to greater under-

standing. When the 

veil is lifted: 

2. There is freedom – 

As we turn to Christ in 

repentance and faith 

the veil is lifted. Jesus 

said, “You shall know 

the truth and the truth 

shall make you free” 

(John 8:32). The new 

covenant is a relation-

ship based on love and 

freedom. What is it that 

brings about the 

change? The answer is 

simple, the old 

covenant was written 

in stone, and the new 

covenant is written in 

our hearts. When the 

veil is lifted: 

3. There is Christ 

likeness (verse 18) – 

The King James Ver-

sion uses the term “be-

holding as a glass,” but 

probably making the 

phrase clearer we 

would say “we are to 

reflect” the glory of the 

Lord. A mirror only re-

flects what is in it. 

Scripture always has 

a way of bringing 

things to light and this 

passage is no excep-

tion. There are reasons 

why some people have 

that “holy glow,” just 

as there are reasons 

why others don’t. Jesus 

said in Matthew 5:16 

that we are to let our 

light shine before men 

that they might see our 

good works, and glo-

rify our Father which is 

in heaven. It should be 

our constant prayer 

that all of us might 

have a glowing life for 

the Master. As I ponder 

all that Jesus has done 

for me, it is not much 

of a chore to shine for 

Him. 
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