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Sports
White in lead after two rounds of Grant County Amateur

By Sean Douglas  

 

At the conclusion of the 

first two rounds of the 

90th Grant County Ama-

teur Golf Tournament, 

many of the usual names 

were back at the top of the 

heap heading into next 

weekend’s championship 

rounds.  

One of the few men in 

the tournament’s history to 

win multiple titles in a 

row, former Oak Hill 

standout and three-time 

Amateur Cody White put 

together two tremendous 

days of golf, showcasing 

his ability on the tee, on 

the green, and everywhere 

in between.  

White opened the tour-

nament with a 68 (minus 

4) at Arbor Trace on Sat-

urday, before shooting a 

67 (minus 5) at the Marion 

Elks on Sunday, finishing 

off the first weekend at 

minus 9, two strokes 

ahead of former Eastbrook 

star Lance Hoch and five 

ahead of eight-time cham-

pion Andy Varner (135). 

At the Elks, White col-

lected six birdies while 

bogeying only once.  

“I hit it really, really 

good both days, about as 

good as I can hit it,” 

White said. “If I can get 

the putter working next 

weekend and keep hitting 

how I am, I think I will 

put together some really 

good rounds.” 

While White was 

pleased with how well he 

played technically over 

the first two days, he ad-

mitted that just having fun 

engaging in the sport he 

loved played a key role in 

his stout start to the tour-

nament.  

“I feel I’m just enjoying 

the time playing golf,” 

White said. “I’m grateful 

for that.” 

Now, White hopes he 

can keep up his play as he 

looks to claim his fourth 

Amateur title.  

“I just need to go out 

there free minded,” White 

said. “I need to just go out 

there and swing it, have a 

good week this week, stay 

healthy, and stay hy-

drated.”   

Hoch, still in search of 

his first championship 

gold, came out firing at 

Arbor Trace, beginning 

the tournament with a 66 

(minus 6). However, a few 

hiccups in the middle 

stages of his performance 

at the Elks caused him to 

fall into second place, two 

strokes back of White 

(137).  

“I started off well, defi-

nitely a lot better start than 

yesterday,” Hoch said. 

“But I let a few things get 

to my head. I got frus-

trated with some things.”  

Hoch stated that he has 

worked on improving the 

mental part of his golf 

game, keeping level and 

grounded despite the occa-

sional poor swings. His 

newfound emphasis on the 

mental aspect of the game 

helped him battle through 

the middle holes at the 

Elks, putting him within 

reach of his first Amateur 

title.  

“I definitely had to dig 

deeper today than yester-

day,” Hoch said. “I was 

just going with the flow. 

The mental part [of the 

game] definitely comes 

[into play] a lot more here. 

There’s a different mental 

side you have to bring out. 

Obviously, I am going to 

keep working on my men-

tal game. At the end of the 

day, I wanted to put my-

self in a position to be in 

the final group and to have 

a chance. If I can keep 

dropping putts and staying 

more consistent with my 

mental game, I believe I 

have a chance to win.”  

To round out the top 

three, after shooting plus 1 

at Arbor Trace, Varner 

played himself back into 

championship contention 

at his home course, shoot-

ing 67 (minus 5) at the 

Elks to finish third after 

the first two rounds (140).  

“I hit the ball exactly 

the same today as I did 

yesterday, I just had a few 

more putts fall,” Varner 

said. “I just got more com-

fortable today early on.”  

Varner, one of the top 

performers in the illustri-

ous history of the tourna-

ment, knows what it takes 

to win. Now, he hopes he 

can build off of his per-

formance at the Elks head-

ing into next weekend.  

“I really only had two 

mistakes, my two bo-

geys,” Varner said. “Other 

than that, I don’t feel like I 

shot myself out of it. I still 

have a chance next week-

end. A lot can change and 

a lot can happen.” 

Former Oak Hill star Cody White led the pack after the first two days of competiton, fir-

ing a -9 (135). Photos by Sean Douglas

Lance Hoch, in search of his first Amateur title, sits in sec-

ond with a 137.

Eight-time champion Andy Varner shot a -5 at the Elks on 

day two to sit in third heading into the final weekend (140).


